

ADOPTED 1/27/15


Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni and Co-sponsored by Council Members Gulliford, Lumb, Clark, Schellenberg, Holt, Bishop, Yarborough, Boyer, Redman, Anderson, Joost, Carter, Love & Lee:
RESOLUTION 2015-48-A
A RESOLUTION CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND COMMENDING THE MANY NOTEWORTHY ACHEIEVEMENTS OF REAR ADMIRAL KEVIN F. DELANEY, UNITED STATES NAVY (RETIRED); PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Rear Admiral Kevin F. Delaney has been a profoundly dedicated military and civilian leader whose service to his country has always been exemplary; his presence in Jacksonville has always been inspiring and will long be remembered and revered; and
WHEREAS,
a 1968 engineering graduate of the United States Naval Academy, Admiral Delaney holds a Master’s Degree in business from George Washington University and is a graduate of the Armed Forces Staff College; he completed his advanced postgraduate studies at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard and as a Fellow at both M.I.T. and the Brookings Institution; and
WHEREAS,
in 1969, Admiral Delaney was designated a naval aviator and reported to Helicopter Attack (Light) Squadron THREE (HAL-3), the “Seawolves”, flying UH-1B Huey Gunships in the Republic of Vietnam where he flew 686 combat missions; he served with a helicopter minesweeping squadron, as an aide to the Commander, Naval Air Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet, and as a helicopter detachment officer in charge in the Persian Gulf; and
WHEREAS,
while commanding Helicopter Anti-Submarine Warfare Squadron (Light) THREE TWO (HSL-32); his squadron earned the Battle “E” Award, Isbell Trophy and Silver anchor, with the Navy League of the United States honoring Admiral Delaney for “exceptional inspirational leadership”; as Commanding Officer, Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron (Light) THREE ONE (HSL-31), Admiral Delaney directed the best retention program among all Pacific Fleet squadrons, winning the coveted Golden Anchor; and
WHEREAS,
in 1987, Admiral Delaney took command of Helicopter Sea Control Wing THREE, at Naval Station Mayport, Florida and subsequently assumed command of Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Florida, which won the 1991 Commander in Chief’s Installation Excellence Award as the “best base in the Navy;” his leadership at Naval Air Station Jacksonville also resulted in national awards for conservation, base beautification and superior management.  Following his promotion to Rear Admiral, he served as Commander, Naval Shore Activities, U.S. Atlantic Fleet, and Commander, Naval Region Southeast, with responsibility for more than forty commands including fourteen major naval installations and four hospitals;  and
WHEREAS,  throughout the Admiral’s exemplary tours of duty as a naval aviator, his valor and exceptional leadership were recognized by ninety-eight awards and decorations that include: the Navy Distinguished Service Medal, the Silver Star, four awards of the Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, (11) Single Action and twenty-six Strike/Flight Air Medals with Combat “V”, six Navy Commendation Medals, four with Combat “V”, Navy Achievement Medal, Combat Action Ribbon, Presidential Unit Citation, six Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Crosses, and the Meritorious Service Medal; at the time of his retirement, Admiral Delaney was the most highly decorated officer in the U.S. Navy; and
WHEREAS, upon retirement, Admiral Delaney continued his extraordinary leadership in civic affairs,  particularly as a board member of the Wounded Warrior Project, as President of the Jacksonville Rotary Club, past Chairman of the Ronald McDonald House Advisory Board, a member of the Board of Trustees of Jacksonville University, and past Chairman of the United Way of Northeast Florida; his many contributions to the Jacksonville community will long be appreciated; Rear Admiral Kevin F. Delaney truly exemplified what genuine, inspired leadership and patriotism are all about; we are all indebted to him for setting so remarkable an example of service and valor and we honor and commend him for his many noteworthy achievements; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend Rear Admiral Kevin F. Delaney, United States Navy (retired), for his many exemplary, noteworthy achievements in service to his country and to Jacksonville where he and his wife Pat have made their home and raised their three daughters, Kelly, Diana and Seana, and extends its very best wishes and Godspeed in the years ahead.



Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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